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F 
rom the Chair 

Welcome to this 100th edition of The Duck 

which was first published back in 1995.  

To celebrate this milestone, we have a bumper 

publication packed with both the usual features AND 

some extra special articles. Many of you will know that 

I am never known for my brevity, but on this occasion 

my intro is going to be short(ish) as we hand the reins 

to some guest contributors. My thanks to Martin 

Harrold, who was a member of the first Moor Pool 

Resident's Association Committee and who edited the 

first ever edition of The Duck, for sharing his 

reflections. My extra special thanks to Thora, Agnes & 

Anna (some of our younger residents) for taking the 

time to write about what it means to be part of our 

special Moor Pool Community. It got me thinking 

about having a regular 'children's corner' so if any of 

our younger readers would like to write articles for 

future editions please get in touch. As a Resident's 

Association one of our priorities is to continue to 

increase the involvement of families and children in all 

things Moor Pool. For the first time in many years 

Moor Pool Residents’ Association are organising an 

Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday, 19th April. This will 

take place in the Nettlefold Garden at the bottom of 

Margaret Grove from 11am until 1pm. Pop along to 

join us and enjoy the wonderful Moor Pool spring that 

lies ahead as our community comes out of hibernation 

into our green space and fresh air. If you would like to 

get involved and help, please let me know. 

We hope you enjoy this special 

edition of The Duck and here's to the 

next 100+ editions reflecting our 

strong and proud Moor Pool 

community spirit. 

With my best wishes, 

Sal 

Sally Bourner 

Chair, Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

salbmoorpool@gmail.com 

What’s On? 

FISH & CHIP QUIZ on Saturday, April 6th. Main Hall, 

7:30pm start. 

EASTER EGG TREASURE HUNT on Good Friday, April 

19th, Nettlefold Garden, 11am-1pm. 

CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing High Society (U) on 

Sunday, April 28th, doors open 6:15pm for 7:15pm 

screening. 

LOCAL HISTORY TALK: The Roundhouse in 

Birmingham. Tuesday, April 30th. Lower Hall 

6:30pm for 7pm. 

MOORPOOL IN BLOOM Annual Plant Sale, 11am-2pm, 

Saturday, May 11th, East Pathway. 

BOWLS CLUB Open Event 2pm-4pm, Saturday & 

Sunday, May 11th & 12th. 

PLACES FOR POLLINATORS Butterfly Conservation 

Launch, Nettlefold Garden, Sunday 19th May 2pm. 

LOCAL HISTORY TALK on Tuesday, June 4th. Lower 

Hall 6:30pm for 7pm. 
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten 

by the dog, you want an extra copy or 

live off the estate, then current and past 

issues can be downloaded from our web 

site at www.moorpool.com. 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

25th May 2019 June 2019 

27th July 2019 August 2019 

28th September 2019 October 2019 

23rd November 2019 December 2019 

25th January 2020 February 2020 

28th March 2020 April 2020 

30th May 2020 June 2020 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

Forthcoming Events 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Quiz Night Saturday, April 6th 

Allotment Assoc AGM Sunday, April 7th 

Easter Egg Hunt Friday, April 19th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, April 28th 

Local History Talk Tuesday, April 30th 

MiB Plant Sale Saturday, May 11th 

Bowls Club Open Event Sat/Sun May 11th & 12th 

Moorpool Reading Group Thursday, May 16th 

Butterfly Conservation  Sunday, May 19th 

Local History Talk Tuesday, June 4th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, June 16th 

Quiz Night Saturday June 22nd 

Moor Pool Wildlife Talk Saturday, July 13th 

Family Picnic/Activity Tuesday, July 23rd 

Local History Talk Tuesday, July 23rd 

Heritage Festival Sunday, September 15th 

Local History Talk Tuesday, September 24th 

Quiz Night Saturday, October 19th 

Moor Pool Memories Saturday, October 26th 

Local History Talk Tuesday, November 5th 

Starring Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly and Frank Sinatra  

Sunday 28th April 
7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm) 

High Society (U) 

presents... 

Selection of refreshments, including hot food available, so 
why not join us for a chat and a bite to eat before the film. 
B.Y.O.D. 

Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £2. 
Tickets can be reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk, 
or on the door (subject to availability). 

See our web site for previews and membership details. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Carbon dioxide in the world's atmosphere has increased 

by 50% in the last 25 years. 

Over the last 450,000 years CO2 in the atmosphere has 

fluctuated between 200 and 280 parts per million. In the 

last 50 years it has soared to over 400. 

Annual Plant Sale  -  Saturday 11th May 

11.00am till 2.00pm - East Pathway 

A large selection of summer bedding plants plus a 
variety of perennials, shrubs and a few veg. plants 
will be available at very reasonable prices.  So, no 
excuses for your garden not to look fabulous this 
summer. 

This year’s plant sale will be in memory of Lavinia 
Fellows, who was an MiB ‘volunteer’ from its 
inception 10 years ago. 

The Moorpool in Bloom team are a group of local 
volunteers who endeavor to maintain and improve 
the estate environment, by planting and 
maintenance projects across the estate using monies 
raised from the plant sale. 

New volunteers are always welcome, no particular 
gardening knowledge required.  To join us, contact 
Colin or Joy Brain on 0121 427 880 or email 
j.cbrain@btinternet.com 
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 
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Moorpool Skittles Club 

Our Winter season is about to finish; 

from Mon 1st April the Summer season 

gets under way when we only play on 

Mondays from 7.30p.m til about 

9.30p.m. We stop halfway through for 

a drink. During the Summer Season, 

which lasts til Oct the ladies usually 

play once a month ‘just for fun’ – no set dates so if 

interested contact mobile below. As ever we’d love to 

welcome new members or visitors.  We play both alleys, 

one is flat while the other is crowned; apart from the 

angled trough to bring balls back to the start there are no 

helpers other than ourselves! We do have a ramp that can 

be used to roll balls if bending is a problem.  We are a 

small but friendly group and while there is a competitive 

side to playing no one takes it too seriously – we all have 

‘bad days’! Do come along and have ago! It’s worth 

contacting before you come just to make sure the session 

is on – there are odd evenings when we don’t play. No 

charge for first few sessions; for those who’d like to join 

it is £20 annually. For more information or to check 

session is running contact 

keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk  or 07757967264. 

Happy Skittling!! 

Circle Cinema 

On Sunday, April 28th we will 

be screening High Society (U). 

Doors open 6:15pm for 

refreshments, with a 7:15pm 

screening. 

Starring Bing Crosby, Grace 

Kelly and Frank Sinatra, a 

spoiled heiress must choose between three suitors: her 

jazz musician ex-husband, a stuffy businessman, and an 

undercover tabloid reporter.  

The usual selection of hot and cold food will be on offer, 

so why not join us for a chat and bite to eat before the 

film?  

Tickets cost £5 for non-members, and £2 for members 

and those under 16, available on the door or can be 

reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. 

Our final film before the summer break will be The 

Favourite (15) on Sunday, June 16th. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

______________________________________________ 

Circle Cycling 

Spring is in the air and the 

cycling club is gathering 

momentum as the weather 

gets warmer. 

We had a group of eight 

cyclists who went out on a 10-mile escorted bike ride 

from Moor Pool, through Cannon Hill Park (Route 5) on 

10th March.  It was a cold, but sunny Sunday morning.  

Our ride took a couple of hours, stopping half way for a 

coffee break in the park.  This is a wonderful way to keep 

fit and enjoy our ever-changing city. 

The next lead-ride is on Sunday 7th April, when we will 

be riding out to Kings Norton following the Rea Valley 

route. 

We meet once or twice a month and include cyclist of all 

abilities, lead by a qualified local, cycling instructor, who 

is very knowledgeable not only on safe cycling but knows 

his City inside out. 

Don't worry if you do not have your own bicycle, we 

have a selection of new loan bikes, high-viz vests and 

helmets you can borrow.  So if you would like to join us 

next time, please call : Peter Stroud on 0776 340 7810 to 

book a bike, or for more information. 

Club & Society News 

The Circle Tennis Club 

57 The Circle, Harborne 
B17 9DY 

Did rain, hail, snow or wind stop 

play at the Circle this winter? 

Not a chance!  

Tennis continued in all conditions and players were 

rewarded by lots of good tennis and brilliant sunshine 

as well. 

By the time you read this the courts should be well on 

the way to a new surface. 

We are your local members-only tennis club with 

social tennis, club and league matches and coaching 

for all ages. 

New members are always welcome and you can find 

all the details about the club and how to join on 

www.circletennisclub.net or see our Facebook page 

for updates. 

For more info. Contact magsstreet@btinternet.com 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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Club & Society News cont... 

Moorpool News & Wine 

Please support your local shop 

Moorpool Reading Group 

At the March meeting we 

discussed “A Little Life” by 

Hanya Yanagihara.  A novel that 

follows the lives of four friends in 

New York City.  The main 

protagonist (Jude) is a successful 

lawyer with a mysterious past and 

an overwhelming need to self-

harm. As the book unfolds, we learn about the horrific 

physical and sexual abuse he suffered in childhood, 

together with the terrible injuries he sustained.  A core 

focus of the book is the evolution of the relationships 

between the four friends and Jude’s adopted Father.  

Jude’s life, in particular, is populated by men who love 

and care about him as well as men that exploit and abuse 

him.   

The group had mixed feelings about this book as the 

subject matter was quite distressing but those that had 

stuck with it had found the book both well written and 

moving. 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 16th May 2019 

in Moor Pool lower hall, The Circle.  We meet from 

7.30pm to 8.30pm and will discuss the book “The 

Seamstress” by Maria Duenas.  You are welcome to joint 

us.  For further information about our Reading Group 

please contact Gwyneth Magrath at 

tomgwyneth@virginmedia.com 

Gillian Morgan 

Moor Pool Reading Group 

_______________________________________________ 

Moor Pool Allotment Association 

Dear Allotment Association Members. Our AGM is on 

Sunday 7th April in the Lower Hall at 10.30 with doors 

open at 10.15. Please do come along to take part and hear 

updates on progress with the allotments. This has been a 

year of progress with a number of previously untended 

allotments back in use. There will also be the opportunity 

for anybody who would like to join the Committee to 

come forward. 

Rob Sutton. Chair 

Harborne Village 

Women's Institute  

There is some Dosey Doe-ing 

going on down at Moor Pool 

Hall, where Harborne Village WI 

is meeting this month.  Swinging into action with a lively 

Barn Dance for members on Tuesday evening 9th April.   

This new Women's Institute is very enterprising, 

entertaining all sorts of activities and speakers on the 

second Tuesday of each month (except August) in Moor 

Pool Hall.  Last month the invited speaker was from the 

Fawcett Society talking about Equal Pay. On 23rd March a 

group of 20 members had a day out, visiting Denman WI 

College in Abingdon for a cookery demonstration, 

followed by lunch and a tour of the College.  Next month 

(14th May) there is a talk by a Harborne member, who has 

recently returned from voluntary work in India.  We 

welcome new members and visitors to our meetings, just 

contact Lynda or Jill by email:-  

harbornevillagewi@gmail.com for further details. 

_______________________________________________ 

Moorpool Tennis Club 

Spring has sprung, new lines have been laid and the courts 

have been rolled. Welcome to Moorpool Tennis Club! We 

offer social tennis on Sunday mornings and Tuesday late 

afternoons to dusk. If you just fancy mixing in and trying 

out the courts, do drop by. We can lend you a racquet, too, 

if you need one! Our coach, Will Hale, is planning Cardio 

Tennis sessions, as well as coaching sessions for kids and 

adults, so watch this space! We also have a TWITTER 

account @MoorpoolClub where we’re promoting all 

things Moorpool and Harborne, as well as news from the 

sport of tennis of course. You can also follow our 

activities on our FACEBOOK page.  

Professional Coaching Available 

Will Hale (PTR qualified and DBS checked) is a former 

USA College Tennis player who has coached 

tennis for all ages in the UK and USA. Lessons are 

tailored to the individual/group. Contact Will 

on: 07851037950 or willhaleusa@gmail.com 

Membership Details 

Sue Lilleman, Secretary, on 07850374061, 

slilleman@aol.com 

or John Lewis, Chair, on 07715173236, 

giffordlewis@btinternet.com 

mailto:harbornevillagewi@gmail.com


The Moor Pool Duck   6 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

Congratulations to The Duck on its 100th 

edition.  All at Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

wish it to continue in its informative and 

entertaining editorial, and editor, for another 

100 issues and more. 

My O-Level maths tells me that 100 issues 

equals almost 17 years in time at the current 

rate of publication.  That is only a lingering 

moment in the 100+ year history of Moor 

Pool, and the recent restoration of the Lower 

Hall floor with retention of the original 

woodblocks and their patina is a visible proxy for then and 

now.  The recent erection of the Heritage Panels around 

the estate gives an insight on the glorious history and we 

are rightly rather proud of them.   

But the 100 issues just gone have probably chronicled 

some of the most momentous years in Moor Pool’s history 

through the campaigns to retain the fabric of the estate, the 

eventual success by all to raise the funds to purchase from 

Grainger through 2014 and then the ongoing protection of 

and investment in the communal facilities by the Trust. 

We are privileged to live in and around the garden suburb, 

amongst the best places to live in the UK according to the 

Sunday Times.  We are though ultimately only custodians 

of Moor Pool for the next 100 years (or 600 Ducks?).  Do 

join or help the Trust to achieve this - http://

www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/

MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf  

The Trust continues to work at maintaining its assets and 

developing them sympathetically to our heritage.  The 

rank of garages at The Square (not themselves a work of 

art!) should have been refurbished by the time of this 

Duck’s publication.  We are close to awarding the contract 

for the Lower Hall kitchen renovation and for the paving 

repairs around the Lower Hall.   

Turning to green spaces, we will continue to respect the 

natural environment.  The tree programme will continue 

per the 2017 tree survey and the seasonal gardening 

contract will be renewed.  The Nettlefold Garden goes 

from strength to strength and would have been treasured, 

I’m sure, in Edition 1 of The Duck. 

Most of all though, do look at the consultation papers for 

the proposed refurbishment of the Upper Hall toilets.  

Barbara Nomikos’ piece outlines this in much more detail.  

This could be much the present generation’s legacy for 

future Hall users across the next 100 Ducks or 100 years.  

Please do give us your views. 

As Trustees, we are always very open to 

feedback, whether through Barbara Nomikos 

(manager@moorpoolhall.com) (0121 426 

2908) or myself 

(simon56.stirling@gmail.com, 07757 

790539).  Please do come through to us or 

take a note for future reference.   

Here’s to another 100 Ducks. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Nettlefold Notes 

While winter has been with us volunteers have been busy 

in the garden. 

Five nest boxes of various designs (for robin, sparrow and 

blue-tit – they have their preferences!) have been put in 

place.  

The area by the substation has been cleared and planted 

with shrubs  - purging buckthorn (much loved by 

brimstone butterflies), hazel, holly, hawthorn etc. - which 

will in time screen the perimeter fence and provide further 

protective habitats for wildlife. 

'The Bosk' (the area beyond the substation) which has 

hitherto been fenced off is also cleared and now ready for 

opening. It will remain a 'wild woodland' area. The path 

has been planted with willow which will become a willow 

tunnel in a couple of years. 

The garden has recently been recognised by the West 

Midland Butterfly Conservation as a Place for Pollinators. 

Our Anniversary Event this year will be a Butterfly Day 

on Sunday 19th May. We'll be unveiling a new information 

board and you will be able to chat to butterfly experts and 

follow the butterfly trail. Bring a picnic! 

Recently an expert talking about stress on TV mentioned 

various stress-reducing actions one could take, including 

breathing more slowly - and then added that even looking 

at a picture of the countryside had a beneficial effect - But 

we've got the real thing! If you're feeling really frazzled 

don't pick up a book or your iPhone - wander down to 

the Garden and spend five minutes just sitting!  and if  

you're 'just sitting' – connect, learn, take notice. 

It will be open every day again from March 31st. 
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Some recollections by resident Martin 

Harrold, the founding editor 24 years ago 

My wife, Margaret and I moved onto the Moor Pool 

Estate in 1985. Naturally, we were interested in helping 

preserve the area in which we enjoyed living and we went 

to the meeting called to re-form the Residents Association 

on July 5, 1995 with 120 others. I volunteered for the 

committee and at the first meeting a week later I 

somehow landed the task of producing a newsletter. 

Remember, the only choice in those days was paper, it 

was long before email and the web. 

We produced the first edition in August. The two pages 

were easy to fill, as enthusiasm was overflowing 

following the re-establishment of the Association. All 

fairly easy, but what about a name? Something a bit 

snappier than ‘Newsletter Of The Moor Pool Residents 

Association’ was needed. Then I had the idea of calling it 

simply ‘The Duck’  – with its direct connection in 

everyone’s imagination to the Moor Pool. To place it, it 

became the ‘Moor Pool Duck’. 

I wrote and edited most of the early editions. There was a 

lot going on in my life then (as there is now I am pleased 

to say) and I never really gave it enough time. Gathering 

content was much harder then and the ‘news’ focused on 

dog poo, hedge trimming and parking. I see in one edition 

that I got a bit heated about people using mowers on 

sunny Sunday afternoons – why not weekday evenings? 

I can’t remember what computer or software I used then, 

but for its age, Edition 1 does not look too bad. As 

successive editors have found, it’s always a challenge 

making sure you write in a way which informs, shows a 

neutral stance and does not offend anyone. And the phone 

will soon ring if you make an error!  Gathering pictures 

and getting them onto the page then was difficult, which 

is why there were so few. Nowadays copy and pictures 

can be received, subbed and placed in seconds. 

As I browsed many of the back editions, I realised just 

how important the Duck has become in building the 

strong sense of community on the estate. 

The Duck has supported many campaigns by the MRA. 

Helping the estate gain Conservation status was one very 

positive one and another was pressing for better planning 

of the new LED street lights. Later was the formation of 

the Heritage Trust to raise funds and set up a structure to 

take the Hall and many other buildings on the estate into 

safe hands. 

Very tough were the strong push backs on planning 

applications by Grainger Trust, which was the headline in 

many editions. It was a lot of good work by many people 

and ultimately successful. When another developer 

submitted a sensible plan for the then-unloved valley site, 

the Duck rallied to help explain the committee view that 

those plans were acceptable.   

The actual growth of the Duck over the time is interesting. 

Starting with 2 pages four times a year, it has steadily 

grown to 12 pages and 6 times a year. That is a lot of news 

and information in each edition, and an awful of work for 

the editors. This list maybe not be complete, but I saw 

Mike Frost, Rob Sutton, Paula McGee and Andrew 

Hackett mentioned. I am delighted that the Duck has 

developed to become as successful as it is.  My 

congratulations and good wishes to each of them for 

taking on the task and handing the Duck over to their 

successors in very good shape. 

What Goes Round…... 

The launch of the Moor Pool Residents’ Association in 

July 1995, which triggered the first Moor Pool Duck, 

was attended by 120 residents, an interesting comparison 

with the last AGM in January. 

Issues raised included noise and parking problems from 

Hall rentals and maintenance of hedges and paths, issues 

still in 2019. 

It also listed the breakdown of housing ownership with 

50% tenanted, 20% leasehold and 30% freehold. We 

asked Grainger for current numbers but they declined to 

provide them “due to the business sensitive information 

requested.” 

The sixth issue in 1997 also reports problems with the 

water levels of the Pool and that Harborne Tenants had 

instigated repairs to the pipe. This became an issue again 

in 2018 and was completely replaced by the MPHT. 

The fifteenth issue in 1994 mentions the MRA as being 

‘reformed in 1995’ and refers to an earlier Resident’s 

Committee which was active 

around 1910. 

All past Ducks are available 

to browse on our web site at 

www.moorpool.com and 

well worth a visit to dip into 

our recent history. 
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My name is Anna. I’ve always lived in the Moorpool 

Estate. I’m nine years old. I think living in the Moorpool 

Estate is good because I learned to ride my bike around 

the Circle, and practised riding my bike at Nettlefold 

Garden. Me and my friend Amelie won Moorpool’s Got 

Talent (1st) by acting out Cinderella. My mum planted 

daffodils while I was still in her tummy and I love seeing 

those daffodils come out every year because it’s extra 

special for me. We have an allotment but I don’t usually 

help, I sit under the apple tree reading! I love going to my 

mum’s quizzes (True, False) because of the Fish and 

chips, and because my mum runs the quiz. I don’t 

remember Moorpool Toddler Group but my mum says she 

took me there when I was little. I love the Moorpool 

Festival each year (especially the 20ps around the Circle). 

There are just so many things to do at Moorpool! 

   By Anna Maria O’Hara-Green!    

What Moor Pool Means to Me - The Next Generation 

I like roller skating round The Circle. I’ve lived in 

Moorpool all my life and now I’m six. There’s lots to do 

here and I like to go to tennis with Matt my coach. My cat 

is called January and she goes exploring round Moorpool. 

My favourite celebration of the year is Bonfire Night 

when I watch the fireworks from my bedroom window. I 

learnt to ride my bike at the back of my house when I was 

four so I could cycle to nursery along the Walkway. Now 

I am at Harborne Primary School and will be going to 

Forest School next year like my big sister. My little sister 

still goes to playgroup where I used to go to at the big 

hall.  

Agnes Thomson, aged 6 

1995 And All That! 

 The World Trade Organization (WTO) is established. 

 Austria, Finland and Sweden join the European 

Union. 

 Valeri Polyakov completes 366 days in space while 

aboard the Mir space station. 

 The United Kingdom's oldest investment banking 

firm, Barings Bank, collapses. 

 The Schengen Agreement, easing cross-border travel, 

goes into effect in several European countries. 

 Jacques Chirac is elected president of France. 

 Prime Minister of the United Kingdom John Major is 

re-elected as leader of the Conservative Party. 

 President Clinton announces the restoration of United 

States–Vietnam relations twenty years after the 

Vietnam War. 

 Microsoft releases Windows 95. 

 O. J. Simpson is found not guilty of double murder 

for the deaths of former wife Nicole Simpson and 

Ronald Goldman. 

 French woman Jeanne Calment reaches the 

confirmed age of 120 years and 238 days, making her 

the oldest person ever recorded. 

 The Indian government officially renames the city of 

Bombay, restoring the name Mumbai. 

 The first-ever full-length computer-animated feature 

film, Toy Story, is released by Pixar and Walt Disney 

Pictures. 

 NASA's Galileo Probe enters Jupiter's atmosphere. 

 The lowest ever United Kingdom temperature of 

− 27.2 °C (− 17.0 °F) is recorded at Altnaharra in the 

Scottish Highlands. This equals the record set at 

Braemar, Aberdeenshire in 1895 and 1982. 

In Moorpool there are lots of amazing things to do. I have 

lived in Moorpool for nearly six years and I am now nine 

years old. My cat, who is called January loves the back of 

house as there is lots of open space for her to play. My 

favourite part of the Estate is The Circle because of the 

tennis courts. I play there nearly every week. The hall has 

lots of games going on like playgroup which my Mum 

takes my little sister to each week. The pond has geese 

which come every year to have babies and a big heron 

who comes regularly.  

All the houses on Moorpool look similar but have slightly 

different features like render and bricks. Very recently 

Nettlefold Garden has opened with the help of local 

volunteers. There is a black cat there who we called Bob 

Junior who I love to stroke. It hasn’t got play equipment 

but it is lovely for picnics. I go to Harborne Primary 

School and we get to go to Forest School in The Orchard.  

We can also cycle along Harborne Walkway which is just 

down the road from where we live.  

I love it when we get to see Santa and all his Elves at 

Christmas.  

Thora Thomson, aged 9  
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Lynn’s 

Childminding 

Services 

 OFSTED registered  

 Ravenhurst Road Based 

 15+ years experience 

 Before and After School Care 

 Collection to and from Harborne 
Primary School 

 Freshly prepared home cooked 
meals provided 

 Holiday and adhoc care available 

 First Aid trained 

 Child Care vouchers accepted 

For further information, please call 
07930 309957 or e-mail 

lynn-fletcher@hotmail.com 
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Lower Hall Floor & Flooding damage Update: We are 

pleased to say that the original floor that is over a century 

old has now been reinstated along with the new lime 

render and redecoration.  We have been delighted to 

welcome back our regular groups to the Lower Hall 

including the Rifle Club, Food at Twelve cookery school, 

Reading Club and the 

monthly Moor Pool 

Residents Association 

coffee morning. We 

have also already had a 

number of children 

parties, skittle alley 

hires and a new Tai Chi 

Class in the Lower Hall 

on Thursdays at 18.00. 

The neighbouring 

historic Edwardian 

Skittle Alley is also 

perfect to hire out with 

the Lower Hall and an 

opportunity to try out a 

unique pastime! 

Moor Pool Rifle Club 40th Anniversary 

Speaking of the Lower Hall, although many of our groups 

have managed to temporarily relocate to the Main Hall or 

Skittle Alley since last May …these spaces were 

obviously not suitable for Rifle shooting. We are 

therefore delighted to welcome the Rifle Club back home 

to the Lower Hall and it so happens that it is their 40th 

Anniversary this year! Gerald and Sheila Preece 

established the Rifle Club in 1979 and have continued to 

meet on Mondays and Wednesdays over the last 40 years! 

We will be celebrating the 40th Anniversary at the Moor 

Pool Heritage Festival in September. 

Save the Date! Moor Pool Heritage Festival: Sunday 

15th September (Part of Heritage Open Days and 

Birmingham Heritage Week) 

It’s that time of year again to start planning for the much 

anticipated Moor Pool Heritage Festival, celebrating the 

heritage of Moor Pool Estate. There is lots to celebrate 

this year - One of the highlights will be the re-opening of 

the Lower Hall with its lovely historic floor and the 40th 

anniversary of the Rifle Club, which will be open for all 

to have a go for FREE along with all the other historic 

Moor Pool Clubs- tennis, snooker, skittles and the 

Bowling Club will also be joining us this year! It will also 

be the first year where visitors can explore the Estate with 

our brand new interpretation panels, which we hope will 

be accompanied by the self-guided leaflet currently in 

progress. 

Update on Hall Activities  from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

Each year we try and add something different and we have 

some of our new groups participating and we will have new 

performances celebrating the continued use of the historic 

Moor Pool Hall!  

We would love to put on more fete games, but as ever this 

is only possible if there are more people to help out! So 

please get in touch if you would like to VOLUNTEER on 

the day even if it’s just for an hour or 2, or if you fancy 

helping out on a stall with fete games or run a tombola!  

As part of Birmingham Heritage Week we will also be 

putting on Heritage Tours the week after the Moor Pool 

Heritage Festival. 

Main Hall Toilet Refurbishment Consultation -  

Those who are on our mailing list or have attended recent 

coffee morning will be aware that we are currently 

consulting on the upgrade of the entrance and toilet 

facilities at the Main Hall entrance to Moor Pool Hall, 

incorporating better wheelchair access and improved 

facilities, to the benefit of those that use the hall (including 

heating, baby changing and general upgrade of the 

facilities.) An initial scoping exercise carried out working 

with a Heritage Architect over options that accord with the 

Grade II listed status of Moor Pool Hall, resulted in 2 

options.  We welcome comments from all users of Moor 

Pool Hall and suggestions regarding the options in 

proposals – for Option A or Option B.  

A more detailed summary of the options can be found on 

the website under About Us: Projects http://

moorpoolhall.org.uk/about-us/projects.html or download 

directly from http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/

Moor_Pool_Hall_Project_2019_and_Feedback_Form.docx  

In summary:  

Both options A & B provide improved toilet provision with 

wheel chair accessible toilet, baby changing, and heating. 

Option A: is more traditional with fixed female and male 

provision (Female: x4 female toilets and x3 wash basins & 

x2 hand dryers & cloakroom. Male: x1 toilet x2 urinals, x1 

wash basin, x1 hand dryer)   

Option B:  includes x5 self-contained toilets each 

containing sink and hand-dryer, similar to one’s own home 

toilet. 

Please note that while both options involve reduction of 

storage to entrance area, additional storage will be added 

elsewhere in the hall at the end of the vestibule servery 

room, so there will be no overall reduction in storage. 

Your suggestions and comments on the preferred layout 

Option A or Option B can be returned by completing the 

form in the consultation pack or by e-mail to  

manager@moorpoolhall.com. Thank you in advance, we 

(Continued on page 13) 
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welcome your feedback so that we can 

continue to provide improved facilities to 

benefit all users of the hall. 

Moor Pool Hall Regular activities Due to 

limited space only new classes will be posted 

on this page in the Duck - Please have a look 

at the website for Regular Activities. Our 

newest classes include One Day Musical 

Theatre 10-16 year old and Mom’s Boxercise. 

New Classes: We are pleased to have Tai Chi 

back at Moor Pool Hall, Cloud Gate Tai Chi 

& Qigong: Training body and mind for health 

and inner strength - Thursdays 18.00-19.00 in 

the Lower Hall. Call 07791585449 for 

details.  

You can also find out about other activities that go on at 

Moor Pool by subscribing to our newsletter or on our 

website. 

______________________________________________ 

Other Upcoming Events: 

Heritage Talks: The Roundhouse in Birmingham on 

Tuesday 30th April at 19.00 in the Lower Hall , Moor 

Pool Hall (18.30 for refreshments) £3.00 talk only 

Moor Pool local history talks resume this year 

starting with a talk on the Roundhouse, which 

is a pioneering  partnership between the Canal 

and River Trust and the National Trust to ring 

an important Birmingham landmark back to 

life through an innovative blend of heritage 

and enterprise. 

Mess Around Party: Easter Extravaganza 

on Tuesday 9th April 13.30 at Moor Pool 

Hall , as well as a classic Egg hunt your little 

chicks can get messy with egg rolling, Easter 

rice and feathers, gloopy ducks, bunny tails 

and spaghetti bird nests where your little ones 

can squelch, pour, mix and get messy and 

leave the cleaning up to us! www.messarounduk.com/

birmingham 07533439428 

______________________________________________ 

SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER ON THE 

WEBSITE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE 

FURTHER DETAILS ON UPCOMING NEWS! 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)    

manager@moorpoolhall.com  Hall Office: 0121 426 2908 

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk 

Update on Hall Activities cont... 



The Moor Pool Duck   14 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

Although these education updates have only appeared 

fleetingly when compared to the entire lifespan of The 

Duck, I hope that the various education sessions I have 

undertaken during that time have had a positive impact on 

all those who have participated, and I would like to add 

my congratulations to The Duck as it celebrates its 

centenary edition! 

It’s been wonderful to see the spring flowers making an 

appearance around the Estate, and to enjoy the warmer 

weather. Unfortunately there was major blip in these 

milder conditions on the day we welcomed the first of our 

‘Schools Linking’ sessions earlier this month.  These 

sessions seek to build bonds between young people from 

different areas within designated towns and Cities. Sites 

like Moor Pool are used as a ‘neutral venue’, where pupils 

can focus on building links while taking part in a raft of 

activities. Earlier in March we welcomed Hazrat 

Khadijatul Kubra Girls School from Small Heath, and 

Nishkam Secondary School from Handsworth. Despite 

very wet and windy weather throughout the day, the pupils 

enjoyed their visit very much indeed. The ethos of strong 

community and value for heritage which lies at the heart 

of Moor Pool is one that instantly resonated with the Faith 

and Belief Forum who administer the Schools Linking 

programme in Birmingham, and I hope that the visit from 

these two schools will be the first of many … hopefully 

with less inclement weather on order for future sessions!  

We have further schools booked in before the end of term, 

who will be finding out about John Sutton Nettlefold’s 

vision. It’s great to be using the Lower Hall again for 

education sessions, and I know that the pupils get a lot 

from experiencing the living history of the Moor Pool 

Estate. Now that the Lower Hall is back to its best, I will 

be beginning the Lego sessions again after the Easter 

holidays. The dates for the sessions will be Sunday 28th 

April, Sunday 23rd June and Sunday 18th August, with all 

sessions running from 10am – 11am. I will also be 

beginning den building sessions in the Forest School area 

at Moor Pool; these sessions will run on Sunday 26th May, 

21st July and 29th September between 10am – 12 noon.  

The milder weather also means that we will be beginning 

work again on the Education Allotment, which is on land 

lying in between Wentworth Gate and Carless Avenue. 

After work that was completed last year, there are a range 

of small plots ready for use, and if you would like to join 

us in getting outdoors, taking some gentle exercise, and 

having a go at ‘growing your own’, we will be meeting 

Education Update from Rachel West, Education Project Officer 

regularly on Wednesday afternoons during term time 

between 1pm – 3pm in the Education Allotment area. 

You may have seen posters for the first of 2019’s local 

history talks, which will be returning to its home in the 

Lower Hall at the end of April. Elizabeth Thompson will 

be delivering a talk on The Roundhouse on 30th April, 

which promises to be a fascinating insight into this 

beautiful Birmingham building. There has already been 

considerable interest in this talk, and so it is advisable to 

get your tickets early; they are now on sale in the shop on 

The Circle, or you can reserve your ticket by contacting 

me in the Moor Pool office. After the Roundhouse talk, 

David Humphries will be speaking  about Pre-Fab 

housing in his talk entitled ‘Those Damn Tin Cans!’ on 4th 

June. I will be talking about Pugin in Handsworth and 

Birmingham on 23rd July. Following this, Irene de Boo 

will be delivering a talk on the history of chocolate and its 

transportation on 24th September, and finally Henrietta 

Lockhart from Winterbourne has agreed to deliver a talk 

on John Sutton Nettlefold on 5th November. Refreshments 

for the talks are served from 6.30pm, and the talks begin 

at 7pm. Cost for these talks is still only £3 per person! 

Many thanks to everyone who came along to the last of 

Major Mustard’s performances on 9th March; it was a 

wonderful evening of traditional storytelling and puppet 

theatre. Huge thanks as well must go to Mike Frost, who 

offered his considerable talents in support of Moor Pool 

Heritage Trust as we continue to fundraise for projects, 

which are outlined in more detail in Barbara’s update.  

Rachel  West 

Education Project Officer 

0121 426 2908 

education@moorpoolhall.com 

Oceanic Fresh Fish 

Family business established 1991 

Coming to Moor Pool with a selection 

of fresh fish. 

Every Tuesday from 4-5pm. Mobile 

van by the Pool in Ravenhurst Road. 

Tel: Stuart 07918106209 

Email: stu-gilbert@sky.com 

Answers to crossword: 

Su
d

o
ku

  

Across:  1) Snowdrops;  8) Range;  (9 Camelia; 10) Mountain; 11) Mace; 13) Occurs; 14) Kernel  
16)  Easy; 17) Noticing;  19) Alfalfa; 20) Tight; 21) Hellebore;  

Down:   1) Shelters; 2) Orchid; 3) Dame; 4) Oil paintings; 5) Space Flights; 6) Primrose Path; 7) 
Unsuccessful; 12) Cerinthe; 15) Tomato; 18) Flue 
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

 

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES 

 

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE  

     MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

         Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows 

         Gutters cleaned 

         UPVC cleaned 

         Conservatory roofs 

         Patios, driveways and decking cleaned 

         Fully insured 

 

Contact details:  

Steve Brain 

9 West Pathway 

Harborne 

Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696 

email: stephen.brain63@sky.com 
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Across: 

1) Plants that fall from the sky in winter? (9) 

8) Phoned Edward for a cooker (5) 

9) Animal – first one to flower (7) 

10) A climb for goat or ash (8) 

11) Ceremonial spice? (4) 

13) Happens when 200 belongs to us (6) 

14) In the middle of King, Queen, and most of King 
Charles’s mistress (6) 

16) Simply, some of the teas you’ve had (4) 

17) Seeing a cake with nothing on top (8) 

19) Plant for small boy twice on a ……(7) 

20) ……cramped hose without pole (5) 

21) Plant of the underworld on old city to East (9) 

Down: 

1) Queen replaces Dan in Scottish isles to 
provide tents for example (8) 

2) Else child on radio becomes a flower (6) 

3) Grated cheese for the lady (4) 

4) Ugly people aren’t works of art (3,9) 

5) Pet calf sighs when out of this world 
(5,7) 

6) Happiest route for spring flowers?  (8,4) 

7) Fuss Clun’s clue (minus fifty) but still 
don’t get the answer (12) 

12) Part of an acer in the garden flower (8) 

15) Rug in as well as fruit (6) 

18) Sounds like you went in the air up the 
chimney  (4) 

April Crossword 

by Artemonas  

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  

I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association. 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' 
Association) delivered to the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this 
slip. You can also pay by standing order (form downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or via online banking 
to Moor Pool Residents' Association sort code 30-19-14 account number 03808193 ensuring you also return 
this slip to Maureen Mauser as above. Maureen will retain the details on a secure database for use solely by 
MRA. Storage complies with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations). 

Reference if paying by 

electronic transfer: 

Sudoku 

        1   2   3   4   5 

6   7                     

8           9             

                          

10                 11       

                12         

13             14           

            15             

16         17               

        18                 

19               20         

                          

21                         

(solutions page 14) 


